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Abstract

I have collected books and articles dealing with the question of (re)distribution of
economic resources examined from a political economy perspective. In my mind, this
point of view complements nicely older and different avenues and traditions of research
on that set of issues. First, there is a long tradition in philosophy and welfare economics
focusing on the meaning of notions like distributive justice and fairness and aiming to
derive axiomatic characterizations of the various concepts in competition. Second, in
economics ans statistics, the measurement issues related to these questions have gen-
erated a voluminous literature mostly driven by the concern of producing quantitative
evaluations on inequality, poverty, income and social mobility and more. Third, a
more theoretical branch has explored the implications on distribution of various con-
straints among which informational constraints and the potential adverse effects of a
too generous redistributive program on the functioning of the private sector.



BOOKS AND SURVEYS

A. Drazen Political Economy in Macroeconomics, Princeton University Press, Princeton,
2000. (Chapters 3 and 8)

G.M. Grossman and E. Helpman Special Interest Politics, MIT Press, Cambridge, 2001.
(Chapters 2 and 3)

T. Persson and G. Tabellini Political Economics : FEzxplaining Economic Policy, MIT
Press, Cambridge, 2000. (Chapters 3, 6, 7 and 8)

J.E. Roemer Political Competition : Theory and Applications, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, 2001.

A. DO AND WHY INDIVIDUALS CARE ABOUT REDISTRIBUTION ?

G. Corneo and H.P. Gruner ”Social limits to redistribution”, American Economic Review
90 (2000), 1491-1507.

G. Corneo and H.P. Gruner ”Individual preferences for political redistribution”, Journal
of Public Economics 83 (2002), 83-107.

P. Harms and S. Zink ”Limits to redistribution in a democracy : a survey”, Furopean
Journal of Political Economy 19 (2003) 651-668.

T. Piketty ”Social mobility and redistributive politics”, Quarterly Journal of Economics
110 (1995), 551-584.

T. Piketty ” Attitudes vis-a-vis des inégalités en France : existerait-il un consensus ?7”,
Comprendre 4 (2003), 209-241.

B. GAME THEORETICAL MODELS OF ELECTORAL COMPETITION

B1. GENERAL DISCONTINUOUS GAMES

P. Dasgupta and E. Maskin “The existence of equilibrium in discontinuous economic
games, I: theory”, Review of Economic Studies 53 (1986), 1-26.

P. J. Reny “On the existence of pure and mixed strategies Nash equilibria in discontinuous
games” Econometrica 67 (1999),1029-1056.

J.-F. Mertens “The minimax theorem for USC-LSC payoff functions”, International Jour-
nal of Game Theory 15 (1986), 237-250.

L.K. Simon and W.R.. Zame ” Discontinuous games and endogenous sharing rules”, Econo-
metrica 58 (1990), 861-872.

B2. TWO-PARTY DOWNSIAN GAMES

J. Banks and J. Duggan “The Theory of Probabilistic Voting in the Spatial Model of
Elections”, University of Rochester, mimeo, 1999.

J. Banks, J. Duggan and M. Le Breton “Bounds for mixed strategy equilibria in infinite
games”, Journal of Economic Theory 103 (2002), 88-105.



P. J. Coughlin Probabilistic Voting Theory, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1992.

J. Duggan ”Equilibrium existence in discontinuous zero-sum games with an application
to the spatial model of elections”, Rochester University, mimeo, 2002.

J. Duggan and M. Le Breton “Dutta’s minimal covering set and Shapley’s weak saddles”,
Journal of Economic Theory 70 (1996), 257-265.

B. Dutta “Covering sets and a new Condorcet choice correspondence”, Journal of Eco-
nomic Theory 44 (1988), 63-80.

B. Dutta and J.-F. Laslier “Comparison functions and choice correspondences”, Social
Choice and Welfare 16 (1999), 513-532.

P. De Donder, M. Le Breton and M. Truchon “Choosing from a weighted tournament”,
Mathematical Social Sciences 40 (2000), 85-109.

P. C. Fishburn “Condorcet social choice functions”, SIAM Journal of Applied Mathemat-
ics 33 (1977), 469-489

M. Hinich ”Equilibrium in Spatial Voting : The Median Voter Result is an Artifact”,
Journal of Economic Theory 16 (1977), 208-219.

M. Hinich ” The Mean versus the Median in Spatial Voting Games” in P. Ordeshook (Ed),
Game Theory and Political Science, NYU Press, New York, 1978.

G. Kramer ”Robustness of the Median Voter Result”, Journal of Economic Theory 19
(1978), 565-567.

G. Kramer “Existence of an electoral equilibrium” in P.C. Ordeshook (Ed.) Game Theory
and Political Science, New York University Press, New York, 1978, pp. 375-391.

G. Laffond, J.F. Laslier and M. Le Breton “The Bipartisan set of a tournament game”,
Games and Economic Behavior 5 (1993), 182-201.

G. Laffond, J.F. Laslier and M. Le Breton “Social choice mediators”, American Economic
Review (proc.) 84 (1994), 448-453.

J.F. Laslier Tournament Solutions and Majority Voting, Berlin: Springer-Verlag, 1997.

J.F. Laslier “Interpretation of electoral mixed strategies”, Social Choice and Welfare 17
(2000), 247-267.

D. Laussel and M. Le Breton ”Unidimensional Downsian politics : median, utilitarian or
what else 7", Fconomic Letters, 76, 351-356.

J. Ledyard "The Pure Theory of Large Two-candidate Elections”, Public Choice 44
(1984), 7-41.

R. McKelvey “Covering, dominance and institution-free properties of Social Choice”,
American Journal of Political Science 30 (1986), 283-314.



N. Miller “A new solution set for tournaments and majority voting: further graph-
theoretical approaches to the theory of voting”, American Journal of Political Science 24
(1980), 68-96.

B3. COLONEL BLOTTO GAMES

E.M.L. Beale and G.P.M. Heselden ” An approximate method for solving Blotto games”,
Navals Research Logistics Quarterly 9 (1962), 65-79.

D.W. Blackett ”Pure strategy solutions to Blotto games”, Navals Research Logistics
Quarterly 5 (1958), 107-109.

E. Borel and J. Ville Application de la théorie des probabilités auz jeuxr de hasard, original
edition by Gauthier-Villars, Paris, 1938; reprinted in Théorie mathématique du bridge a la
portée de tous, by E. Borel and A. Chéron, Editions Jacques Gabay, Paris, 1991.

S.J. Brams and M.D. Davis "The 3/2’s rule in presidential campaigning”, American
Political Science Review 68 (1974), 113-134.

S.J. Brams and M.D. Davis "Comment on ”Campaign resource allocations under the
electoral college””, American Political Science Review 69 (1975), 155-156.

C.S. Colantoni, T.J. Levesque and P.C. Ordeshook ” Campaign resource allocations under
the electoral college”, American Political Science Review 69 (1975), 141-154.

C.S. Colantoni, T.J. Levesque and P.C. Ordeshook ”Rejoinder to ” Comment””, American
Political Science Review 69 (1975), 157-161.

E. Dekel, M.O. Jackson and A. Wolinsky ”Vote buying”, Caltech, mimeo, 2005.

O. Gross and R. Wagner “A continuous Colonel Blotto game” RM-408, Rand Corpora-
tion, Santa Monica, mimeo,1950.

D. Kovenock and B.A. Roberson ” Coalitional Blotto games with application to the theory
of alliances”, Purdue University, mimeo, 2005.

D. Kvassov ”Contests with limited resources”, University of Auckland, mimeo, 2005.

G. Owen Game Theory, second edition, New York: Academic Press, 1982.

B.A. Roberson ”The colonel Blotto game”, Economic Theory, forthcoming.

R.W. Rosenthal and B. Szentes " Three-object two-bidder simulanteous auctions : chop-
sticks and tetrahedra”, Games and Economic Behavior 44 (2003), 114-133.

R.W. Rosenthal and B. Szentes ”Beyond chopsticks: symmetric equilibria in majority
auction games”, Games and Economic Behavior 45 (2003), 278-295.

M. Shubik and R.J. Weber ”Systems defense games : colonel Blotto, command and
control”, Navals Research Logistics Quarterly 28 (1981), 281-287.

J. Weinstein ” T'wo notes on the Blotto game”, MIT, mimeo, 2005.

C. ELECTORAL COMPETITION AND INCOME TAXATION



O. Carbonell-Nicolau and E.F. Klor ”Representative democracy and marginal rate pro-
gressive income taxation”, Journal of Public Economics 87 (2003), 2339-2366.

O. Carbonell-Nicolau and E.A. Ok ”Voting over income taxation”, New York University,
mimeo, 2005.

A. Cukierman and A.H. Metzler ” A political theory of progressive taxation” in Political
Economy, A. Cukierman, A.H. Metzler and S..H. Richard (Eds), Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 1991, 76-108.

E.F. Klor ”On the popular support for progressive taxation”, Journal of Public Economic
Theory 5 (2003), 593-604.

F. Marhuenda and I. Ortuno-Martin ” Popular support for progressive income taxation”,
Economic Letters 48 (1995), 319-324.

F. Marhuenda and I. Ortuno-Martin ”Income taxation, uncertainty and stability”, Jour-
nal of Public Economics 67 (1998), 285-300.

A.H. Metzler and S.F. Richard ” A rational theory of the size of the government”, Journal
of Political Economy 89 (1981), 914-927.

K.W.S. Roberts ”Voting over income tax schedules”, Journal of Public Economics 8
(1977), 329-340.

J.E. Roemer "Why the poor does not expropriate the rich : an old argument in new
garb” | Journal of Public Economics 70 (1998), 399-424.

J.E. Roemer ”The democratic political economy of progressive income taxation”, Fcono-
metrica 67 (1999), 1029-1056.

D. ELECTORAL COMPETITION AND LUMP SUM TAXATION

D1. THEORY

A. Artale and H.P. Gruner ” A model of stability and persistence in a democracy”, Games
and Economic Behavior 33 (2000), 20-40.

P. Coughlin ”Elections and income distribution”, Public Choice 50 (1986), 27-91.

P.J. Coughlin, D.C. Mueller and P. Murrrell A model of electoral competition with
interest groups”, Economic Letters 32 (1990), 307-311.

G.W. Cox and M. D. McCubbins ”Electoral politics as a redistributive game”, Journal
of Politics 48 (1986), 370-389.

A. Dixit and J. Londregan “Redistributive politics and economic efficiency”,
American Political Science Review 89 (1995), 856-866.

A. Dixit and J. Londregan “The determinants of success of special interest groups in
redistributive politics”, Journal of Politics 58 (1996), 1132-1155.



A. Dixit and J. Londregan ”Fiscal federalism and redistributive politics”, Journal of
Public Economics 68 (1998a), 153-180.

A. Dixit and J. Londregan ”Ideology, tactics and efficiency in redistributive politics”,
Quarterly Journal of Economics 113 (1998b), 497-529.

D. Epstein “Uncovering some subtleties of the uncovered set: Social choice theory and
distributive politics”, Social Choice and Welfare 15 (1998), 81-93.

E. Johansson "Tactical redistribution between regions when voters care about ideology”,
Journal of Public Economic Theory 5 (2003), 95-120.

D. Kovenock and B.A. Roberson ”Electoral poaching and party identification”, Purdue
University, mimeo, 2005.

J.F. Laslier ”How two-party competition treats minorities ”, Review of Economic
Design 7 (2002), 297-307..

J.F. Laslier and N. Picard “Dividing one euro, democratically” Working paper 99-23,
Université de Cergy-Pontoise, 1999.

J.F. Laslier and N. Picard ”Distributive politics and electoral competition”,
Journal of Economic Theory 103 (2002), 106-130.

A. Lindbeck and J. Weibull “Balanced-budget redistribution as the outcome of political
competition”, Public Choice 52 (1987), 273-297.

A. Lizzeri “Budget deficit and redistributive politics”, Review of Economic Studies, 66
(1999), 909-928.

A. Lizzeri and N. Persico “The provision of public goods under alternative
electoral incentives”, American Economic Review, 91 (2001), 225-239.

R. B. Myerson “Incentives to cultivate favored minorities under alternative
electoral systems”, American Political Science Review 87 (1993), 856-869.

I. Ortuno-Ortin and C. Schultz ”Divide the dollar : a model of interregional redistributive
politics”, University of Copenhagen, mimeo, 2000.

N. Persico and N. Sahuguet ” Campaign spending regulation in a model of redistributive
politics”, Economic Theory 28 (2006), 95-124.

B.A. Roberson ”Fiscal federalism, public goods and redistributive politics”, Purdue Uni-
versity, mimeo, 2005.

M. Shubik ”Voting, or a price system in a competitive market structure”, American
Political Science Review 64 (1970), 179-181.

J. Snyder ”Election goals and the allocation of campaign resources”, Econometrica 57
(1989), 637-660.

D2. EMPIRICS AND SIMULATIONS



A. Case "Electoral goals and income redistribution : recent evidence from Albania”,
European Economic Review (2001), 1998.

A. Dhillon, S. Dasgupta nd B. Dutta ”Electoral goals and centre-state transfers : a
theoretical model and empirical evidence from India”, University of Warwick, mimeo, 2004.

P. De Donder “Majority voting solution concepts and redistributive taxation: Survey
and simulations”, Social Choice and Welfare 17 (2000), 601-627.

E. Johansson ”"Intergovernmental grants as a tactical instrument : empirical evidence
from Swedish municipalities”, Journal of Public Economics 87 (2003), 883-915.

T. Persson and G. Tabellini " The size and scope of government :comparative politics

with rational politicians”, European Economic Review 43 (1999), 699-735.



