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Reading list for the two lectures 

Hillel Rapoport (Paris School of Economics) 

Canazei Winter School, January 2020 

 

Lecture 2: Migration and Cultural Change. 

Required reading: 

Rapoport, Hillel, Sulin Sardoschau and Arthur Silve (2019). Migration and cultural change. 

Mimeo. An older version in available online here under the title “International migration and 

cultural convergence”:  http://barrett.dyson.cornell.edu/NEUDC/paper_207.pdf 

 

Suggested readings: 

Cultural change and persistence 

Aghion, P., Algan, Y., Cahuc, P., & Shleifer, A. (2010). Regulation and distrust. The Quarterly 

Journal of Economics, 125(3), 1015–49. 

Alesina, A. & Fuchs-Schündeln, N. (2007). Good-bye Lenin (or not?): The effect of communism 

on people’s preferences. American Economic Review, 97(4), 1507–28. 

Alesina, A. & Giuliano, P. (2015). Culture and institutions. Journal of Economic Literature. 

Ashraf, Q. & Galor, O. (2013). Genetic diversity and the origins of cultural fragmentation. 

American Economic Review, 103(3), 528–33. 

Bazzi, S., Fiszbein, M., & Gebresilasse, M. (2017). Frontier Culture: The Roots and Persistence 

of 3Rugged Individualism" in the United States. Technical report, NBER. 

Bertrand, M. & Kamenica, E. (2018). Coming apart? Cultural distances in the United States over 

time. Technical report, National Bureau of Economic Research. 

Bisin, A. & Verdier, T. (2000). “Beyond the melting pot”: Cultural transmission, marriage, and 

the evolution of ethnic and religious traits. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 115(3), 955–88. 

Braudel, F. (1987). Grammaire des civilisations. Paris, Arthaud-Flammarion 

Desmet, K., Ortuño-Ortín, I., & Wacziarg, R. (2017). Culture, ethnicity, and diversity. American 

Economic Review, 107(9), 2479–2513. 

Desmet, K. & Wacziarg, R. (2018). The cultural divide. Technical report, NBER. 

Falk, A., Becker, A., Dohmen, T., Enke, B., Huffman, D., & Sunde, U. (2018). Global evidence 

on economic preferences. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 133(4), 1645–1692. 

Galor, O. & Savitskiy, V. (2018). Climatic Roots of Loss Aversion. Mimeo, Brown University. 

http://barrett.dyson.cornell.edu/NEUDC/paper_207.pdf
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Giavazzi, F., Petkov, I., & Schiantarelli, F. (2019). Culture: Persistence and evolution. Journal of 

Economic Growth, 24(2), 117–154. 

Giuliano, P. & Nunn, N. (2017). Understanding cultural persistence and change. NBER WP. 

Guiso, L., Sapienza, P., & Zingales, L. (2006). Does culture affect economic outcomes? Journal 

of Economic Perspectives, 20(2), 23–48. 

Landes, D. (1998). The Wealth and Poverty of Nations. New York: Norton. 

Norris, P. & Inglehart, R. (2009). Cosmopolitan communications: Cultural diversity in a 

globalized world. Cambridge University Press. 

Olivier, J., Thoenig, M., & Verdier, T. (2008). Globalization and the dynamics of cultural 

identity. Journal of International Economics, 76(2), 356–70. 

Cultural selection into migration 

Barsbai, Toman and Hillel Rapoport (2019). Exit and Voice – Germany, 1848-1933. Mimeo. 

Casari, M., De Paola, M., Ichino, A., Marandola, G., Michaeli, M., & Scoppa, V. (2018). The 

civicness drain. Mimeo. 

Docquier, F., Tansel, A., & Turati, R. (2017). Do emigrants self-select along cultural traits? 

Evidence from the MENA Countries. Mimeo. 

Livi-Bacci, Massimo (2018). A short history of migration, John Wiley & Sons. 

Knudsen, A. S. B. (2019). Those who stayed: Individualism, self-selection and cultural change 

during the age of mass migration. mimeo. 

Assimilation 

Abramitzky, R., Boustan, L. P., & Eriksson, K. (2014). A nation of immigrants: Assimilation and 

economic outcomes in the age of mass migration. Journal of Political Economy 122(3), 467–506. 

Blau, F. D., Kahn, L. & Papps, K. (2011). Gender, source country characteristics, and labor 

market assimilation among immigrants. Review of Economics and Statistics 93(1), 43–58. 

Fernandez, R. & Fogli, A. (2009). Culture: An empirical investigation of beliefs, work, and 

fertility. American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 1(1), 146–77. 

Giuliano, P. (2007).  Living arrangements in western europe: Does cultural origin matter? 

Journal of the European Economic Association, 5(5), 927–952. 

Social remittances 

Barsbai, T., Rapoport, H., Steinmayr, A., & Trebesch, C. (2017). The effect of labor migration 

on the diffusion of democracy: evidence from a former soviet republic. American Economic 

Journal: Applied Economics, 9(3), 36–69. 

Batista, C. & Vicente, P. C. (2011). Do migrants improve governance at home? evidence from a 

voting experiment. The World Bank Economic Review, 25(1), 77–104. 
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Cultural dissemination/contamination 

Borjas, G. J. (2015). Immigration and globalization: A review essay. J.Econ.Lit. 53(4), 961–74. 

Collier, P. (2013). Exodus: How migration is changing our world. Oxford University Press. 

Jarotschkin, A. & Zhuravskaya, E. (2019). Diffusion of Gender Norms: Evidence from Stalin’s 

Ethnic Deportations. Technical report, mimeo. 


