
Social background, inequality of educational opportunities and 
occupational attainments 

Moris Triventi 
(University of Trento) 
moris.triventi@unitn.it 

 
13rd Winter School on Inequality and Social Welfare Theory 

Alba di Canazei, 8-11 Jan 2018 
 
 

Reading list 

 

Occupational mobility 

 Blau, P. M and Duncan. O. D. (1967). The American Occupational Structure, New York, 
Wiley. 

 Erikson, R., & Goldthorpe, J. H. (1992). The constant flux: A study of class mobility in 
industrial societies. Oxford University Press, USA. 

 Breen, R. (Ed.). (2004). Social mobility in Europe (pp. 37-76). Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

 Jonsson, J. O., Grusky, D. B., Di Carlo, M., Pollak, R., & Brinton, M. C. (2009). 
Microclass Mobility: Social Reproduction in Four Countrie1. American Journal of 
Sociology, 114(4), 977-1036. 

 

Educational inequalities 

 Shavit, Y., & Blossfeld, H. P. (1993). Persistent Inequality: Changing Educational 
Attainment in Thirteen Countries. Social Inequality Series. Westview Press, 5500 Central 
Avenue, Boulder, CO 80301-2847. 

 Breen, R., Luijkx, R., Müller, W., & Pollak, R. (2009). Nonpersistent Inequality in 
Educational Attainment: Evidence from Eight European Countries1. American Journal of 
Sociology, 114(5), 1475-1521. 

 Blossfeld, H. P., Buchholz, S., Skopek, J., & Triventi, M. (Eds.). (2016). Models of 
secondary education and social inequality: An international comparison. Edward Elgar 
Publishing. 

 

Direct effect of social origin 

 Bernardi, F., & Ballarino, G. (Eds.). (2016). Education, occupation and social origin: 
a comparative analysis of the transmission of socio-economic inequalities. Edward 
Elgar Publishing. 

 Torche, F. (2011). Is a college degree still the great equalizer? Intergenerational 
mobility across levels of schooling in the United States. American Journal of 
Sociology, 117(3), 763-807. 



 Triventi, M. (2013). The role of higher education stratification in the reproduction of 
social inequality in the labor market. Research in Social Stratification and Mobility, 
32, 45-63. 

 

Comparison of different approaches 

 Blanden, J. (2013). Cross‐country rankings in intergenerational mobility: a comparison of 
approaches from economics and sociology. Journal of Economic Surveys, 27(1), 38-73. 

 Goldthorpe J. (2013). Understanding – and Misunderstanding – Social Mobility in 
Britain: The Entry of the Economists, the Confusion of Politicians and the Limits of 
Educational Policy. Journal of Social Policy, 42, pp 431-450. 

 Torche F. (2013) How do we characteristically measure and analyze intergenerational 
mobility? Paper  presented at the Social Mobility Workshop June 10th 2013, Committee 
on Population, the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences.  

 

Methodological contributions 

 Hout M. (1983). Mobility Tables. Sage. 
 Xie Y. (1992). The log-multiplicative layer effect model for comparing mobility 

tables. American Sociological Review, 380-395. 
 Breen R. & Karlson K.B. (2014). Education and social mobility: New analytical 

approaches. European Sociological Review, 30(1), 107-118. 
 


