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The lecture is built upon the following papers: 

Jorda, V., & Niño-Zarazúa, M. (2019). Global inequality: How large is the effect of top 
incomes?. World Development, 123, 104593. 

Jorda, V., Niño-Zarazúa, M., Roope, L., Tarp, T. (2023). Global income polarization 
Relative and absolute perspectives. Working Paper No. 2023/146. 
https://doi.org/10.35188/UNU-WIDER/2023/454-0.  

Jorda, V., Sarabia, J. M., & Jäntti, M. (2021). Inequality measurement with grouped data: 
Parametric and non-parametric methods. Journal of the Royal Statistical Society 
Series A: Statistics in Society, 184(3), 964-984. 

 
Additional reading 

For a comprehensive review of various polarization concepts, refer to Duclos and Taptué 
(2015). If you are interested in comparing relative and absolute measures, relevant 
applications can be found in Bosmans et al. (2013) and Niño-Zarazúa et al. (2017). A 
review of methods addressing under-coverage and underreporting issues at the top of the 
income distribution is available in Brunori et al. (2022). Additionally, you can explore 
interesting applications in Burkhauser et al. (2012), Jenkins (2017), and Blanchet et al. 
(2022). For the estimation of income distributions with limited information, consult Chen 
(2018) and Hajargasht and Griffiths (2020). 
 
Blanchet, T., Flores, I., & Morgan, M. (2022). The weight of the rich: improving surveys 

using tax data. The Journal of Economic Inequality, 20(1), 119-150. 
Bosmans, K., Decancq, K., & Decoster, A. (2014). The relativity of decreasing inequality 

between countries. Economica, 81(322), 276-292. 
Brunori, P., Salas-Rojo, P., & Verne, P. (2022). Estimating inequality with missing 

incomes. International Inequalities Institute Working Papers (82). London School of 
Economics and Political Science, London, UK.  

Chen, Y. T. (2018). A unified approach to estimating and testing income distributions 
with grouped data. Journal of Business & Economic Statistics, 36(3), 438-455. 
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Burkhauser, R. V., Feng, S., Jenkins, S. P., & Larrimore, J. (2012). Recent trends in top 
income shares in the United States: reconciling estimates from March CPS and IRS 
tax return data. Review of Economics and Statistics, 94(2), 371-388. 

Duclos, J. Y., & Taptué, A. M. (2015). Polarization. Handbook of income distribution, 2, 
301-358. 

Hajargasht, G., & Griffiths, W. E. (2020). Minimum distance estimation of parametric 
Lorenz curves based on grouped data. Econometric Reviews, 39(4), 344-361.  

Jenkins, S. P. (2017). Pareto models, top incomes and recent trends in UK income 
inequality. Economica, 84(334), 261-289. 

Niño‐Zarazúa, M., Roope, L., & Tarp, F. (2017). Global inequality: Relatively lower, 
absolutely higher. Review of Income and Wealth, 63(4), 661-684. 

 
 

 


