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Fundamentals of Mobility Measurement: Frank Cowell, London School of Economics 

 

Outline: 

Do mobility measures appropriately represent changes in income or economic status? Do 

they reflect the values of policy makers or ordinary people? 

The lecture is based on three elementary principles for mobility comparisons. They are 

familiar from other issues in the welfare economics of distributional analysis. However, many 

commonly used indices violate one or more of these principles. Does this matter? Why do we 

use ad-hoc mobility measures?  

Could we build mobility measures from these principles? They can be used to specify 

intuitive axioms for comparison of mobility scenarios. Using these principles, one can 

characterise two broad classes of mobility measures that have a natural interpretation in terms 

of distributional analysis. 

 

Key concepts: 

• Movement profiles 

• Mobility principles:  movement, independence, consistency 

• Directional sensitivity 

• Mobility decomposition 

 

Un amuse-bouche: 

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/02/14/americans-overestimate-social-

mobility-in-their-country 
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