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Abstract: In this lecture, we discuss a growing literature on name-based and other
indirect estimators of intergenerational mobility, which are increasingly used when direct
parent—child income links are unavailable or when researchers aim to capture deeper
dimensions of intergenerational persistence. We consider a simple framework in which
socioeconomic status is transmitted through multiple channels — such as education, skills,
and cultural traits — each characterized by different degrees of persistence. Within this
framework, direct and indirect mobility estimators are shown to identify differently
weighted combinations of transmission processes with varying persistence. Indirect
approaches—including IV-based imputations, surname-based estimators, and extended-
kin designs—tend to place greater weight on highly persistent traits, helping to explain
why they often imply higher persistence than conventional intergenerational measures.
We also examine why name-based estimates are sensitive to sampling properties and tend
to increase with the size of name groups. Overall, we argue that direct and indirect
estimators should be viewed as complementary tools that capture distinct dimensions of
short- and long-run persistence.

Reading list:

Barone, G. and S. Mocetti (2021). Intergenerational mobility in the very long run: Florence
1427-2011. The Review of Economic Studies 88(4).

Clark, G. (2014). The son also rises. Princeton University Press.

Clark, G., Cummins, N., Hao, Y. and Vidal, D. (2015). Surnames: A new source for the history
of social mobility. Explorations in Economic History, vol. 55.

Collado, M. D., I. Ortufio-Ortin, and J. Stuhler (2023). Estimating intergenerational and
assortative processes in extended family data. The Review of Economic Studies 90(3).

Del Pizzo, A., M. Nybom, and J. Stuhler (2025). Indirect estimators of intergenerational
mobility. Chapter prepared for the Handbook of Intergenerational Mobility.

Guell, M., J. V. Rodriguez Mora, and C. I. Telmer (2015). The informational content of
surnames, the evolution of intergenerational mobility, and assortative mating. The Review of
Economic Studies 82(2).

Olivetti, C. and M. D. Paserman (2015). In the name of the son (and the daughter):
Intergenerational mobility in the United States, 1850—1940. American Economic Review 105(8).

Santavirta, T. and J. Stuhler (2024, 05). Name-Based Estimators of Intergenerational Mobility.
The Economic Journal 134(663).



