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Seventh Winter School on Inequality and Collective Welfare Theory (IT7)  

"Long Term Inequality: Wealth, Education and Intergenerational Mobility"  

 

Andreas Peichl (IZA): Inequality at the top of the distribution 

 

Reading list: 

 

Main: 

• Atkinson, A.; Piketty, T. and E. Saez (2011): "Top Incomes in the Long Run of 

History", Journal of Economic Literature, 49(1), 3-71   
Download at: http://elsa.berkeley.edu/~saez/atkinson-piketty-saezJEL10.pdf 

 

• Peichl, A., T. Schaefer and C. Scheicher (2010): Measuring Richness and 

Poverty - A micro data application to Europe and Germany, Review of Income 

and Wealth, 56 (3), 597-619. 
Download at: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1475-
4991.2010.00404.x/abstract 

 

• Peichl, A. and N. Pestel (2011): Multidimensional Affluence: Theory and 

Applications to Germany and the US, IZA Discussion Paper No. 5926. 

 

Additional: 

• Aaberge, Rolf, and Anthony B. Atkinson. 2010. “Top Incomes in Norway.” In 

Top Incomes: A Global Perspective, ed. Anthony B. Atkinson and Thomas 

Piketty, 448–81. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Alkire, S. and J. Foster (2011). Counting and Multidimensional Poverty 

Measurement, Journal of Public Economics 95 (7–8), 476–487. 

• Atkinson, Anthony B. 2005. “Top Incomes in the UK over the 20th Century.” 

Journal of the Royal Statistical Society: Series A (Statistics in Society), 168(2): 

325–43. 

• Atkinson, A. B. (2008). Concentration among the Rich. In J. B. Davies (Ed.), 

Personal Wealth from a Global Perspective. Oxford and New York: Oxford 

University Press. 

• Atkinson, Anthony B., and Thomas Piketty, eds. 2007. Top Incomes over the 

Twentieth Century: A Contrast between Continental European and English-

Speaking Countries. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Atkinson, A. B. (2007). Measuring Top Incomes: Methodological Issues. In A. 

B. Atkinson and T. Piketty (Eds.), Top Incomes over the Twentieth Century, 

18–42. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Atkinson, Anthony B., and Thomas Piketty, ed. 2010. Top Incomes: A Global 

Perspective. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Brzezinski Michal (2010), "Income affluence in Poland", Social Indicators 

Research, Vol. 99(2), pp. 285-299. 

• Brzezinski Michal (2010), “ Variance Estimation for Richness Measures”, LWS 

WP 11, http://www.lisdatacenter.org/wps/lwswps/11.pdf  

• Bourguignon, Francois, and Christian Morrisson. 2002. “Inequality among 

World Citizens: 1820–1992.” American Economic Review, 92(4): 727–44. 
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• Burkhauser, Richard V., Shuaizhang Feng, Stephen P. Jenkins, and Jeff 

Larrimore. 2011. “Recent Trends in Top Income Shares in the USA: 

Reconciling Estimates from March CPS and IRS Tax Return Data.” forthcoming 

in Review of Economics and Statistics. 

• Cowell, F. A. (2011). Inequality among the Wealthy. CASE Papers No. 150. 

• Crespo, Nuno, Sandrina Berthault Moreira and Nádia Simões (2011): "An 

integrated approach for the measurement of inequality, poverty, and 

richness", ECINEQ WP 205. 

• Davies, J. B., S. Sandström, A. B. Shorrocks, and E. N. Wolff (2009). The Level 

and Distribution of Global Household Wealth. NBER Working Paper No. 

15508. 

• Diamond, Peter and Emmanuel Saez (2011): “The Case for a Progressive Tax: 

From Basic Research to Policy Recommendations", Journal of Economic 

Perspectives 25(4), 165-190 

• Eisenhauer, J.G.(2011): The rich, the poor, and the middle class: Thresholds 

and intensity indices, Research in Economics, 65(4), pp. 294 – 304. 

• Jäntti, Markus, Marja Riihelä, Risto Sullström, and Matti Tuomala. 2010. 

“Trends in Top Income Shares in Finland.” In Top Incomes: A Global 

Perspective, ed. Anthony B. Atkinson and Thomas Piketty, 371–447. Oxford 

and New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Jenkins, S. P., R. V. Burkhauser, S. Feng and J. Larrimore (2011): “Measuring 

inequality using censored data: a multiple-imputation approach to estimation 

and inference”, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society: Series A (Statistics in 

Society), 174(1): 63–81. 

• Kopczuk, Wojciech, and Emmanuel Saez. 2004. “Top Wealth Shares in the 

United States, 1916–2000: Evidence from Estate Tax Returns.” National Tax 

Journal, 57(2): 445–87. 

• Kopczuk, Wojciech, Emmanuel Saez, and Jae Song. 2010. “Earnings Inequality 

and Mobility in the United States: Evidence from Social Security Data since 

1937.” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(1), 91–128. 

• Leigh, Andrew. 2007. “How Closely Do Top Income Shares Track Other 

Measures of Inequality?” Economic Journal, 117(524), F619–33. 

• Leigh, Andrew. 2009. “Top Incomes.” In The Oxford Handbook of Economic 

Inequality, ed. Wiemer Salverda, Brian Nolvan, and Timothy M. Smeeding, 

150–76. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 

• Medeiros, M. (2006) “The rich and the poor: the construction of an affluence 

line from the poverty line,” Social Indicators Research, Vol. 78 (1), pp. 1–18. 

• Michelangeli, A., E. Peluso and A. Trannoy (2011): Detecting a change in 

wealth concentration without the knowledge of the wealth distribution 

(with). Journal of Economic Inequality, vol. 9-3, pp 373-391. 

• Peichl, A., and N. Pestel (2011): Multidimensional Well-Being at the Top: 

Evidence for Germany, IZA Discussion Paper No. 6170. 

• Piketty, Thomas. 2001. Les hauts revenus en France au Xxe siècle: Inegalites 

et redistributions 1901–1998. Paris: Grasset.  

• Piketty, Thomas. 2003. “Income Inequality in France, 1901–1998.” Journal of 

Political Economy, 111(5): 1004–42. 
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• Piketty, Thomas. 2005. “Top Income Shares in the Long Run: An Overview.” 

Journal of the European Economic Association, 3(2–3): 382–92. 

• Piketty, Thomas, Gilles Postel-Vinay, and Jean-Laurent Rosenthal. 2006. 

“Wealth Concentration in a Developing Economy: Paris and France, 1807–

1994.” American Economic Review, 96(1): 236–56. 

• Piketty, Thomas, and Emmanuel Saez. 2003. “Income Inequality in the United 

States, 1913–1998.” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118(1): 1–39. 

• Piketty, Thomas, and Emmanuel Saez. 2006. “The Evolution of Top Incomes: 

A Historical and International Perspective.” American Economic Review, 

96(2): 200–205. 

• Piketty, Thomas, and Emmanuel Saez. 2007. “How Progressive Is the U.S. 

Federal Tax System? A Historical and International Perspective.” Journal of 

Economic Perspectives, 21(1), 3–24. 

• Piketty, Thomas, Emmanuel Saez and Stefanie Stantcheva (2011): "Optimal 

Taxation of Top Labor Incomes: A Tale of Three Elasticities", NBER Working 

Paper No. 17616.  

• Roine, Jesper, Jonas Vlachos, and Daniel Waldenström. 2009. “The Long-Run 

Determinants of Inequality: What Can We Learn from Top Income Data?” 

Journal of Public Economics, 93(7–8): 974–88. 

• Roine, Jesper, and Daniel Waldenström. 2008. “The Evolution of Top Incomes 

in an Egalitarian Society: Sweden, 1903–2004.” Journal of Public Economics, 

92(1–2): 366–87. 

• Saez, Emmanuel. 2006. “Income and Wealth Concentration in a Historical and 

International Perspective.” In Public Policy and the Income Distribution, ed. 

Alan J. Auerbach, David Card, and John M. Quigley, 221–58. New York: Russell 

Sage Foundation. 

• Saez, Emmanuel, Joel B. Slemrod, and Seth H. Giertz (201X) “The Elasticity of 

Taxable Income with Respect to Marginal Tax Rates: A Critical Review.” 

forthcoming in Journal of Economic Literature. 

• Saez, Emmanuel, and Michael R. Veall. 2005. “The Evolution of High Incomes 

in Northern America: Lessons from Canadian Evidence.” American Economic 

Review, 95(3): 831–49. 

• Wolff, Edward N., and Ajit Zacharias. 2009. “Household Wealth and the 

Measurement of Economic Well-Being in the United States.” Journal of 

Economic Inequality, 7(2): 83–115. 

 

DATA: 

• Alvaredo, Facundo, Anthony B. Atkinson, Thomas Piketty and Emmanuel 

Saez, The World Top Incomes Database: 

http://g-mond.parisschoolofeconomics.eu/topincomes/ 
 


